
6ERC WEEK ▪ March 2017

University  
of New England 
Australia

DATE: 24th March 2017

TIME: 9.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m. (Australian 
Central Standard Time)  

VENUE: UNE School of Arts 

PARTICIPANTS: UNE team of the Project, 
staff and students of the University – all 
are very welcome! 

The School of Arts at the University of New England is pleased to host an 

event to celebrate the 10th year of the European Research Council.

Over the next five years, the University will be part of the Our Mythical 

Childhood Project, funded by the European Research Council, to develop 

a wide-ranging, interdisciplinary approach to the role of Classical Antiqui-

ty in children’s and young adults’ contemporary culture.  

On Friday, March 24, the event will introduce the Project to the UNE com-

munity, and bring together the researchers from around Australia who 

are already involved in the Project. 

There will be a presentation about the European Research Council, the 

Our Mythical Childhood Project, open to the public.  

The Antipodean Odyssey website, which will report on many of the find-

ings from Australian and other Antipodean researchers, will be launched.  

Researchers involved in the project come from a range of disciplinary 

backgrounds, including English literature, Classics, and Creative Writing.  

They will present their entries, as part of a general seminar on the subject 

of myth, children’s literature, and classical reception studies. 

Speakers include: Elizabeth Hale, Marguerite Johnson, Sarah Law-

rence, Margaret Bromley, Miriam Riverlea, Lynnette Lounsbury, 

Sophie Masson.  

If you have any questions, or wish to know how to participate, 

please contact Dr. Elizabeth Hale (ehale@une.edu.au).

ERC Day at the School of Arts,  
University of New England 

Phot. by UNE student Kate Nicklin
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University  
of Yaoundé 1
Cameroon

DATE: 27th March 2017

TIME: 10 a.m.–12 p.m. (West Africa Time)

VENUE: Campus of the École Normale 
Supérieure, University of Yaoundé 1

PARTICIPANTS: Yaoundé team of 
the Project, staff and students of the 
Department of English, École Normale 
Supérieure – all are very welcome! 

The team members from Cameroon – Prof. Daniel A. Nkemleke and Dr. Di-

vine Che Neba – are working on the reception of ancient myths, in par-

ticular: of Cameroonian mythology, including archetypal cross-references 

with the Graeco-Roman heritage and the relevance of myths in young 

adults’ education. 

Due to its position in the African continent and its variety of touristic re-

sources, Cameroon is often referred to as Africa in miniature. The coun-

try has a revered reservoir of oral tradition: myths, tales, legends, songs, 

chants, riddles, and prayers, etc., which are often told and/or recited to 

children, youths and adults at special times and events, especially in the 

rural areas. Audience plays a very important role in the narration of a story 

in Cameroon. In most cases the audience would involve even domestic 

animals such as dogs and cats that are always around in the evenings 

with families. The analyses of the reception of this tradition constitute an 

important aspect of the Project’s interest in the use of the ancient myths 

in response to the challenges of the present times, especially in regard 

to youths growing up in a country of multicultural, complex history and 

with a focus on the potential of myths in building a bridge that may lead to a 

dialogue with other cultures, notably European.

During the ERC Day at the University of Yaoundé 1, Divine Che Neba will 

discuss these issues with the staff members and the students who will have also an opportunity to be introduced to the 

main tasks within the Project and the role of the European Research Council.

Should you have any questions about the Yaoundé event, do not hesitate to contact Prof. Daniel A. Nkemleke: nkemle-

kedan@yahoo.com and Dr. Divne Che Neba: nebankiwang@yahoo.com. 

ERC Day at the École Normale Supérieure, 
University of Yaoundé 1 
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The Structure of the Project 

Graphic by Sonya Nevin and Steve K. Simons
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Stay in Touch with Us! 

ERC Website: www.erc.europa.eu 

CORDIS Website: www.cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/205179_en.html

Information on the Project: www.en.uw.edu.pl/11th-erc-grant 

Clip about the Project: www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWMX5NuDRrU 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OurMythicalChildhood

Twitter: @OMChildhood

Instagram: @OMChildhood 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UC6zvu9EXsI0gK5rSvgnQseQ 

Happy Birthday ERC! 
Ad multos annos! 
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The painting on the cover by Matylda Tracewska  
The marble background from Wikimedia Commons


